
Safety Awareness Session 
for Volunteers



TC HabitatTC Habitat
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Hand and Power Tools
You may be exposed 

to these Hazards :
• objects that fall, fly, are  

abrasive, or splash
• harmful dusts, fumes, 

To Avoid Hazards:
• maintain regularly
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• harmful dusts, fumes, 
mists, vapors, and gases

• frayed or damaged 
electrical cords,  and 
improper grounding
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• maintain regularly
• use right tool for the 

job
• inspect before use
• operate according to 

supervisors’ 
instructions 

• use the right 
personal protective 
equipment



Using Hammers

1. Check Hammer: Be sure it is secure. If the head or handle of the 
hammer is loose or if there are any cracks or chips it should not be 
used.

2. Hold the hammer with a tight grip towards the end of the handle 
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2. Hold the hammer with a tight grip towards the end of the handle 
(approximately 3/4th’s the way down).

3. Start by driving the nail in square on. Do not attempt to strike at an 
angle. 

4. Use force and control for success.



Using Ladders 
Make Sure To:
• Keep the area around the top 

and bottom of a ladder clear
• Ensure rungs, cleats, and 

steps are level and uniformly 
spaced

• Keep ladders free from slipping 
hazards
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hazards
• Position at  an angle where the 

horizontal distance from the 
top support to the foot of the 
ladder is 1/4 the working length 
of the ladder

• Face the ladder when moving 
up and down it

• Do not carry a load that may 
cause you to lose balance



Precautions to take when 
using Power Tools

• Don’t carry portable tools by the cord
• Don’t use electric cords to hoist or lower tools 
• Don’t yank cord or hose to disconnect 
• Keep cords and hoses away from heat, oil, and 

sharp edgessharp edges
• Make certain cords will not cause tripping 

hazards
• Disconnect tools when not in use
• Secure work with clamps or a vise, freeing both 

hands to operate the tool
• Keep tools sharp and clean
• Remove damaged electric tools & tag them: “Do 

Not Use”
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Roofing Hazards
Slips and Falls
Heat exhaustion/stroke
Sun Exposure – UV radiation
Overexertion
Material falling on workers
Cuts and abrasions



Avoiding Roofing Hazards:
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Incase of an Accident
Follow these steps:

1. Identify the Habitat Contact Person – The Contact Pe rson is the Site 
Supervisor. If you are not sure who is in charge on site check the sign in 
sheet. 

2. Never Admit Liability – DO NOT indicate that Habit at is liable and DO NOT 
make any commitments to the injured party, such as Habitat paying medical 
bills or other expenses. Simply tell them Habitat h as appropriate insurance. 
Do not discuss details.
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3. Provide Immediate Medical Help – Call 911 if neces sary. Do not attempt to 
move an injured person unless there is an immediate  danger, such as a fire. 
Even if the person in the accident feels fine, enco urage him/her to seek 
medical treatment to ensure there is no injury that  may cause future medical 
problems.

4. Notify the Police or Sheriff Department – If the s ituation warrants it, have 
someone call the appropriate authority. 



While Onsite 
Remember to:

• Sign in and sign out
• Always follow directions
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• Ask for help if you are unsure about anything
• Learn as much as you can
• HAVE FUN!



Thank you for Volunteering your time to help 

TC Habitat 
Construction Sites stay safe and successful.


